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(57) ABSTRACT

A roof module for a vehicle roof of a passenger vehicle is
disclosed. The roof module has at least one covering element
which is adjustable in a guided manner along lateral guiding
elements which are spaced apart from one another in the
vehicle transverse direction between a closed position which
covers a roof opening and an open position which releases
the roof opening at least in a partial region. At least one of
the guiding elements is formed at least in an absorption
region as an energy absorption element which is deformable,
thereby absorbing energy, in the case of an at least indirect
impact of the head of a vehicle occupant with the energy
absorption element.

3 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
ROOF MODULE FOR A VEHICLE ROOF OF
A PASSENGER VEHICLE

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The invention relates to a roof module for a vehicle roof
of a passenger vehicle.

Such roof modules are known in a plurality of embodi-
ments from the series vehicle production of passenger
vehicles and are usually inserted between each lateral roof
frame and a front and rear roof cross beam of the vehicle
roof. The advantage of such roof modules is that vehicles
can thus be designed with different roofs, for example
sliding and/or lifting roofs, panorama roofs, simple sheet
roofs or similar in a simple and cost-effective manner. The
present roof module comprises a covering element in the
vehicle transverse direction which is able to be adjusted in
a guided manner along guiding elements which are spaced
apart from one another in the vehicle transverse direction,
between a closed position which covers a roof opening and
at least one open position which releases the roof opening in
the partial region.

It is furthermore known to provide vehicle roofs with
corresponding energy absorption elements which are
arranged between the shell structure of the vehicle roof and
a casing element which covers this. The energy absorption
elements serve to absorb energy in the case of an at least
indirect impact of the head of a vehicle occupant with the
energy absorption element and to protect the vehicle occu-
pant accordingly. The use of such energy absorption ele-
ments is, however, connected to very high costs and a higher
weight of the vehicle roofs.

It is therefore the object of the present invention to create
a roof module which enables advantageous accident perfor-
mance in a cost and weight-efficient manner.

In order to create a roof module which enables particu-
larly advantageous accident performance in a cost and
weight-efficient manner, it is provided according to the
invention that at least one of the guiding elements is formed
as an energy absorption element at least in an absorption
region, the energy absorption element being deformable,
thereby absorbing energy, in the case of an at least indirect
impact of the head of a vehicle occupant with the energy
absorption element. An absorption function is thus inte-
grated into the at least one guiding element such that the at
least one guiding element has a double function. On the one
hand, the at least one guiding element thus serves to guide
the covering element such that it can be adjusted between the
closed position and the open position in a manner that is
defined and free of jamming and flapping. On the other hand,
the at least one guiding element also serves, however, to
convert this accident energy into deformation energy by
deforming during force loading caused by an accident and
an at least indirect impact of the head with the guiding
element which results from this, and thus to absorb or reduce
forces caused by an accident. Thus, forces which result from
the force loading caused by an accident and from the impact
and acting on the vehicle occupant can be kept low. Fur-
thermore, this advantageous accident performance can be
implemented in a particularly simple, cost and weight-
efficient manner, as the absorbing function is integrated into
the at least one guiding element and the assembly of the
energy absorption element on the vehicle roof is accompa-
nied by the assembly of the roof module on the vehicle roof
at the same time. Therefore, the number of additional energy

25

40

45

55

2

absorption elements as well as the effort for the assembly of
these can be avoided or kept to a particularly low level.

The roof element which is able to be adjusted along this
in a guided manner by means of the guiding elements is, for
example, an inherently rigid covering element of a sliding
and/or lifting roof of the roof module. The sliding and/or
lifting roof is, for example, formed as an outwardly running
sliding roof or as a slide and lift roof (SHD).

The guiding elements can alternatively or additionally
also serve to guide a sun protection element as the roof
element, wherein the sun protection element is, for example,
a surface element of a blind. The roof opening in the closed
position is covered at least in the partial region by means of
the flexible surface element, such that an incursion of
sunlight via the roof opening into the interior is reduced
compared to the open position.

It has been shown to be particularly advantageous if the
at least one guiding element has an open hollow cross-
section in the absorption region. Thus, the absorption region
can deform particularly well during force introduction as a
consequence of the at least indirect impact of the head and
thus can absorb and/or reduce forces caused by an accident.

For the implementation of a particularly advantageous
absorption function, at least one rib and/or at least one
channel and/or a corresponding cross-section is provided in
the absorption region for energy absorption.

A further embodiment is distinguished in that the at least
one guiding element is formed at least in the absorption
region from a light metal or a light metal alloy, in particular
from aluminum or from an aluminum alloy. The at least one
guiding element therefore has very good ductility in the
absorption region and thus very good deformability, such
that impact energy is able to be converted particularly
effectively and efficiently into deformation energy.

Further advantages, features and details of the invention
result from the following description of a preferred exem-
plary embodiment as well as by means of the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view through a roof
module for a vehicle roof of a passenger vehicle, having
lateral guiding elements which are spaced apart from one
another in the vehicle transverse direction and having at
least one covering element, wherein at least one of the
guiding elements is formed at least in one absorption region
as an energy absorption element which is deformable,
thereby absorbing energy, in the case of an at least indirect
impact of the head of a vehicle occupant with the energy
absorption element; and

FIG. 2 is a schematic and cut perspective view onto the at
least one guiding element.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a roof module 10 for a vehicle roof 12 of a
passenger vehicle in a schematic cross-sectional view. The
vehicle roof 12 has a roof opening 14 which is limited in the
vehicle transverse direction by respective lateral roof frames
16 of a shell structure 18 of the vehicle roof 12. The lateral
roof frames 16 each comprise an inner part 20 and an outer
part 22 which are connected to each other via respective
joining flanges 24. Additionally, a side wall 26 can be
recognized in FIG. 1, by means of which the roof frame 16
is cased outwardly. In order to case the shell structure 18
towards the interior 28 of the passenger vehicle, a casing
element 30 is provided,
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The roof module 10 is inserted at least partially into the
roof opening 14 and comprises two lateral guiding elements
which are spaced apart from each other in the vehicle
transverse direction in the form of guide rails 32, as well as
a covering element present in the form of a covering element
34 which is formed presently as a glass cover and is thus
transparent. The covering element 34 can be adjusted in a
guided manner along the lateral guide rails 32 between a
closed position which covers the roof opening 14 at least in
a partial region and an open position which releases the roof
opening 14 in the partial region. Presently, the covering
element 34 and the guide rails 32 are allocated to the
outwardly running sliding roof (ASD).

As can be seen when viewed in conjunction with FIG. 2,
the respective guide rails 32 have a guiding region 36 in
which at least one guiding channel is provided. This guiding
channel serves here to guide the covering element 34 during
the adjustment thereof. In other words, the covering element
34 is pushed between the open position and the closed
position in the respective guiding channel. For example, at
least one further guide, for example in the form of a guiding
channel, can also be provided respectively in the respective
guiding region 36 of the respective guide rail 32, along
which, for example, a sun protection element, for example,
a flexible surface element of a blind, is able to be moved in
a guided manner.

In order to achieve particularly advantageous accident
performance of the vehicle roof 12 in a particularly cost and
weight-efficient manner, the respective guide rail 32 (guid-
ing element) is formed as an energy absorption element 40
in an absorption region 38 at least over a partial region of its
longitudinal extension, the energy absorption element 40
being deformable, thereby absorbing energy during an at
least indirect impact of the head of a vehicle occupant with
the energy absorption element 40. The respective guide rail
32 thus has a double function, as, on the one hand, it is used
to guide the covering element 34, and, on the other hand, it
is used to absorb and/or reduce impact energy.

Here, the absorption region 38 and the guiding region 36
are formed in one piece with each other, wherein at least one
additional cross-section 42 is provided in the absorption
region 38 to absorb forces caused by an accident. As can be
seen in particular from FIG. 1, the cross-section 42 is formed
as an open hollow cross-section which is able to deform
particularly well and thus can convert impact energy par-
ticularly well into deformation energy.

The absorption region 38 is connected to the guiding
region 36 of the guide rail 32 outwardly in the vehicle
transverse direction, wherein the absorption region 38 proj-
ects outwardly from the guiding region 36 in the vehicle
transverse direction. Corresponding walls 44, 46 which at
least partially limit the open hollow cross-section (cross-
section 42) are provided in the absorption region which
project from the guiding region 36 in the vehicle transverse
direction. In the case of a corresponding force loading
caused by an accident, a displacement of the head of the
vehicle occupant caused by an accident occurs, whereby the
head impacts with the guide rail 32 at least indirectly in the
absorption region 38. A lever arm concept is thus created by
the walls 44, 46, via which a force introduction into the
respective guide rail 32 can occur. Due to the design of the
cross-section 42 as an open hollow cross-section, the
absorption region 38 can avoid and give way to the force
introduction and be deformed very well in order to reduce
the forces caused by an accident. Thus, a lever arm concept
which is optimized in terms of head impact is created.
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If the head strikes the casing element 30 in a strike region
52 and, via this, the absorption region 38, then the wall 44
acts as a support surface, and the support surface and the
energy absorption element 40 brake the head in good time
and in an energy-absorbing manner. The guide rail 32 thus
offers the additional support surface for an impact in the
strike region 52 and energy absorption occurs using the
energy absorption element 40.

If the head strikes the casing element 30 in the strike
region 48 and over the guide rail 32, then the guide rail and
in particular the guiding region 36 can slip upwards over the
long lever arm provided by the wall 44. Energy absorption
thus occurs using the lever arm which deforms and is
provided by the wall 44. The guide rail 32 thus acts in an
energy-absorbing manner via the lever arm during an impact
in the strike region 48.

As can furthermore been seen from FIGS. 1 and 2, a
respective absorption element 50 is provided in the vehicle
vertical direction underneath the respective guide rail 32
towards the interior 28, the absorption element 50 being
arranged between the guide rail 32 and the casing element
30. As a consequence of the displacement of the head caused
by an accident, this comes into supporting contact with the
absorption element 50 via the casing element 30 and via this
into supporting contact with the absorption region 38. The
absorption element 50 is thereby deformed and thus addi-
tionally converts impact energy into deformation energy.
This leads to particularly good protection of the vehicle
occupant.

Preferably, the absorption region 38 and the guiding
region 36 which is formed in one piece with this are formed
from aluminum or an aluminum alloy, whereby the absorp-
tion region 38 in particular has very good deformability
when interacting with the open hollow cross-section.

Due to the integration of the depicted absorption function
into the respective guide rail 32, the costs, the weight and the
effort to implement the advantageous accident performance
can be kept low, since the assembly of the energy absorption
element 40 is accompanied by the assembly of the roof
module 10. Time-consuming and expensive additional
assembly steps can be avoided. Additionally, due to the
integration, particularly effective energy absorption is able
to be implemented in only a very small space such that a
space gain can be achieved for the specified outer dimen-
sions of the passenger vehicle.

The invention claimed is:

1. A roof module for a vehicle roof of a passenger vehicle,
comprising:

a covering element, wherein the covering element is
adjustable in a guided manner along lateral guiding
elements which are spaced apart from one another in a
vehicle transverse direction between a closed position
which covers a roof opening and an open position
which releases the roof opening at least in a partial
region;

wherein at least one of the guiding elements is formed
with a guiding region, in which at least one guiding
channel is provided, and an absorption region as an
energy absorption element, disposed outwardly of the
guiding region, which is deformable such that energy is
absorbable in a case of an at least indirect impact of a
head of a vehicle occupant with the energy absorption
element;

wherein the guiding region guides the covering element;

wherein the absorption region has an open hollow cross-
section defined by a u-shaped structure that includes a
first wall and a second wall;
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wherein the first wall and the second wall are disposed
parallel to each other and parallel to a strike region of
a casing element which is disposed above a head of an
occupant of the passenger vehicle and are disposed a
distance apart from each other; 5

wherein the u-shaped structure extends outwardly from
and opens inwardly toward the guiding region of the at
least one of the guiding elements in the vehicle trans-
verse direction; and

wherein the first wall connects to the second wall only at 10

a location between lateral inner and outer ends of the
first wall, and only the first wall is connected to the
guiding region such that the first wall forms a lever arm
with respect to the guiding region.

2. The roof module according to claim 1, wherein the at 15
least one of the guiding elements is formed at least in the
absorption region from a light metal.

3. The roof module according to claim 2, wherein the light
metal is aluminum.
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